Article - Untitled Article

Publication: Chesapeake Clipper,Section: Clipper,Page: 1,Date: Sunday, March 07, 2004

 §
- Li o E S8
.ﬁ.-.';‘l 'm" T i =

i i :.”
e e B

MARK SUTCHELL # THE VIRGINIAR-PILOT

Darin Gerdes, an award-winning teacher, makes a point to his students School. With copies of the Constitution and Bill of Rights to guide them,
during a session of the student House of Representatives at StoneBridge the students “run” the government as part of their history lesson.

(LASSROOM POLITICS

High school students at Stonebridge School don't just read about democracy,
they run the government — with power plays - just like the real deal PAGE 8
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HISTORY COMES ALIVE
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StoneBridge government, economics and
history students live what theyre learning

BY VENIFIELDS
THE WIRGINIAN -21LOT

arin Gerdes insists he

doesn't want his govern-

ment and history stu-

dents to learn anything
from him.

Mistakes are made in politics
all the time, he says; things hap-
pen that were not intended by
this nation's Founding Fathers;
people can be easily persuaded
when they don't have all the
facts.

So the 30-vear-old instructor
set up his classes for students
to learn from “minds that are
much greater,” he says, than
his.

Cravel, please: Welcome to
history & Pexperiénce at Stone-
Bridge School.

History, government and eco-
nomics students at the private,
Christian school in Western
Branch don't “go to class”; they
hold sessions. Dusty  history
books? Out the window. Boring
lectures - forget it.

They learn about government
by being the government.

But students don't play-act
politics. Guided by Gerdes and
his history teaching colleague,
Geoffrey Burke, they run
things like the real deal.

Andréa Peterson and Jona-
than Yagel, both juniors, are
embroiled in a legal dispute.
Andréa was elected as an
associate Supreme Court jus-
tice, when Jonathan, a Major-
ity Leader, realized Andréa
already held another position.

Oaps. Taboo.

In yvour run-of-the-mill his-
tory class, this might get by.

Not here. If it's illegal in real-
life politics, it's illegal, period.
And Gerdes' students handle it
that way.

“We attended a session
of the General Assembly in
Richmond,” Gerdes said. “The
students were explaining to
adults what was happening.
Participating in these classes
demystifies the government.
Government processes open up
before their eyes.”

High schoolers, about 120
of them, carry thick binders
crammed with copies of pri-
mary source documents - the
Magna Carta; state and U.S.
Constitutions; Bills of Rights
pgoing all the way back to Eng-
land - and centuries’ worth of
historical leaders’ experiences
to back them up when issues
arise.

The matter between Andréa
and Jonathan is now pend-
ing before the students’ mock
Supreme Court.

The ninth, 10th and 12th
grades make up the House of
Representatives at StoneBridge;
juniors comprise the Senate.
Two parties, the Liberty party
and the Constitutional Alliance
party sit across an aisle from
each other, just as Republicans
and Democrats do in Congress,
Gerdes said. The classes also
contain a judiciary, president
and cabinet, just like the “real”
government.
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